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Business message

Formed in 1991 and based in Moscow, MZS has an 
almost unequalled track record and reputation across 
a diverse range of practice areas and industries – 
representing some of the world’s largest companies 
and individual clients in litigation before Russian 
courts of all levels as well as commercial and 
investment arbitration proceedings.

The foundation of much our success is based on our 
long term investment in people and resources. Our 
knowledge of, and contribution to, doctrinal work has 
consistently enabled our lawyers to provide winning 
arguments based on proven academic authority 
– with a strong heritage in dispute resolution and 
the courtroom. MZS is also infused with a dynamic 
personality and a dedication to specialisation.

Speed of thought and action are essential for success, 
and through our flexible approach, we regularly find 
new and innovative ways of responding to new and 
old issues to solve our clients’ concerns.

Most importantly, this experience has provided a 
solid foundation for expertise and growth that feeds 
into virtually every part of the MZS service portfolio 
– in products ranging from Taxation through to 
Employment and Antitrust and across sectors from 
Energy & Metals to Retail. 

As a result, MZS is now one of the leading 
independent Russian law firms with strong links to 
the legal establishment. 

Monastyrsky, Zyuba, Stepanov & Partners (MZS)

Business message

Stephenson Harwood LLP is a full-service 
international law firm that offers clients access to a 
leading dispute resolution team that have acted on 
multiple “big ticket” and complex arbitrations and 
litigation matters across the Middle East region.   

Their “powerhouse” dispute resolution team includes 
four partners, one of-counsel and nine associates (of 
whom many are fluent in written and spoken Arabic) 
and is widely regarded as one of the most high-
profile teams in the market.   

The lawyers have been instructed on numerous 
matters before the ADGM, ADCCAC, DIAC, LCIA and 
ICC. They pride themselves in resolving disputes early 
and have a reputation for commercial and practical 
problem solving.  

The Middle East dispute resolution team is routinely 
shortlisted by many of the prestigious legal and 
industry award ceremonies for their capabilities, 
including: Arbitration Team of the Year - Middle East 
Legal Awards 2022 and 2021, Arbitration Team of 
the Year – Thomson Reuters’ ALB Middle East Legal 
Awards 2021, Litigation and Dispute Resolution Team 
of the Year - The Oath Middle East Legal Awards 2020-
21, and MENA Legal Advisor of the Year – IJ Global 
Awards 2021.  

  

The Middle East team is also ranked as a leading 
law firm for “Dispute resolution: Arbitration and 
International Litigation” by The Legal 500 EMEA 2022. 
Clients have commended the team for displaying, “a 
unique combination of technical legal excellence with 
genuine commercial understanding of [their] business 
(including a deep appreciation of [their] internal 
complexities), which really makes them a valued 
adviser” and being “highly experienced with different 
international arbitration rules and systems. Very 
strategic: every play is carefully thought through and is 
aimed at achieving the end goal.”  

The team is also praised by clients for their 
“collaborative style, with attentive partner input” and 
making clients feel like they are, “the company’s 
in-house team as opposed to [their] external counsel, 
given that they make such an effort to understand the 
company.” The team is described by clients as being 
“experienced, attentive to details, superb to all queries 
(even on holidays), sound judgement and advice, who 
provide competitive pricing and the best external 
expert support needed to have a successful winning 
arbitration.” 

Stephenson Harwood LLP
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product. We have found that the use of such 
legal technologies not only enhances our client’s 
experiences in working with us, but also help 
to reduce costs, shorten turn-around times, and 
ultimately achieve better results. 

Which recent political, economic or 
regulatory changes have impacted your 
practice the most? 

The effects of the past two years have impacted 
a broad range of industries across the globe. The 
impact on the real estate, construction, tourism, 
aviation, manufacturing and oil and gas sectors has 
been particularly acute and where we have seen 
most of our matter activity. The recent atrocities 
in Ukraine and associated sanctions placed on 
Russia and certain of its citizens have resulted 
in a significant number of instructions from our 
international clients for our sanctions, enforcement 
and asset tracing practices.   

The lessons learned from the past two years has 
resulted in changes in arbitration best practice 
with arbitral institutions amending their rules 
and procedures. The previous well-established 
presumption that hearings would take place 
in-person turned on its head in 2020 as parties 
and arbitral tribunals adapted to the new reality 
of hearings being conducted virtually (either in 
part or entirely). This has impacted the procedural 
running of disputes, with the Middle Eastern courts 
and international arbitration centres (including the 
DIFC Courts and DIAC) being quick to introduce 
and enhance digital methods for filing exchange of 
pleadings and virtual hearings. These new methods 
will not only contribute positively to the greener 
arbitration initiative but will also help bring about 
greater efficiency to the disputes process resulting 
in a saving on time and cost.   

More broadly, the UAE has introduced a number 
of initiatives and legislative changes intended 
to position itself as the leading global centre for 
international business. This includes breaking away 
from the traditional Sunday-Thursday working 
week, the introduction of the coveted “Golden 

Visa” and the 100% foreign ownership of certain 
businesses. 

What qualities are you looking for when 
looking to recruit new members to your 
team?  
We strive to provide our clients with “out-of-
the-box” thinkers, who are not only technically 
excellent but also commercially minded and 
aware of the developments, challenges and issues 
occurring in our clients’ businesses. 

As much as we wish it was, this isn’t “Suits”. What 
we do day-to-day is often difficult, demanding 
and ever changing – being a good team player 
with a positive mindset, combined with the ability 
to remain composed and keep moving forward 
(preferably with a smile on your face!) is therefore 
essential.  

The Middle East is a hub for young talented 
lawyers. Being able recruit from a pool of such 
diverse and talented graduates is a privilege and 
enables us to shape the future of our firm in the 
right way. n

Job title: Partner 
Location: Dubai, UAE 
Number of years in practice: 12 
Number of years as an arbitrator: Four 
Admissions: England & Wales, Dubai Legal 
Affairs Department, DIFC, Registered 
Arbitrator 
Main sectors covered: Real estate, construction, 
banking and financial services, conventional 
power, water and waste, government 
and public sector, technology media and 
telecommunications, oil & gas, infrastructure, 
transportation, hospitality and tourism 
Geographical areas of focus: Middle East, 
Africa, South Asia, Europe and United States 

Nicholas Sharratt is a partner in the dispute 
resolution team in Dubai where he has been 
permanently based since 2012. He specialises in 
international arbitration, litigation, asset tracing 
and enforcement across EMEA, South Asia and the 
United States. He leads many client relationships 
and is the primary contact for a number of the firm’s 
leading global clients. 

He is considered by many clients and peers as a  
true “Next Generation” partner and leader in the 
Middle East. He is described by clients in The Legal 
500 EMEA 2022 as “always being available to provide 
sound advice and support at any time. He has full 
knowledge, experience and control over the team and 
follows up personally on all matters including crucial 
deadlines. He has proven a high level of expertise and 
legal knowledge in large arbitration disputes and we 
recommend engaging him without any doubt “ and is 
also commended by clients as “the name to note for 
arbitration proceedings involving leading developers 
and contractors in the Middle East market.”  

Most recently Nick has been listed as one of the 
standout lawyers for the Middle East and North 
Africa region in the “MENA Super 50 Lawyers” 2022 
list which was issued by Thomson Reuters’ ALB 
publication and was voted for by more than 300 

in-house counsels from the across the Middle East 
region and beyond. Nick has also been named in 
Thomson Reuters Stand-out Lawyers in 2022 where 
he was described as having “a deep knowledge of 
litigation” and as “very responsive and creative”. 

Known for his “excellent communication skills”, 
Nick is consistently praised for his exceptional 
client service and management skills and was also 
previously awarded the Lexology Client Choice 
Award in the UAE. 

He has acted in a range of complex and cross-
border commercial arbitrations across various 
sectors. A career highlight includes advising a major 
oil and gas services company in bringing arbitral 
enforcement proceedings in multiple jurisdictions 
across the Middle East. The matter involved 
bringing the first successful enforcement action 
in respect of a London seated arbitration award in 
Iraq. Nick is also often asked to sit as an arbitrator 
and is therefore able to provide clients with the 
unique insights and approach taken by arbitrators 
on commercial arbitrations.  

Nick’s recognition in the market is reflected through 
him being consistently listed as one of the leading 
practitioners for disputes resolution within the UAE 
in The Legal 500 EMEA publications. 

 

  

In conversation with… 

You are one of the leading practitioners in 
the region in relation to advising on complex 
multi-jurisdictional disputes. What market 
trends do you anticipate to see over the next 
two years?  

We are seeing growing interest from clients to 
secure funding for distressed asset and non-
performing loan portfolios and associated litigation 

and arbitration proceedings. This corresponds 
with disputes arising from financial or contractual 
restructuring (largely driven by supply chain issues) 
which will continue to be felt by businesses in the 
region in the short to medium term.  

The Middle East is increasingly being seen as a 
leader in innovation and infrastructure which 
has resulted in significant foreign investment, 
particularly in relation to the numerous mega and 
giga projects currently under development. If these 
projects are not managed effectively, this could 
result in the rise of lengthy disputes, and we are 
already seeing several claims (from Employers and 
Developers) as a result of delays to these well-
known projects. We have also advised on numerous 
matters arising out of calls being made on 
performance and retention bonds leading to parties 
commencing emergency arbitration or litigation for 
interim relief.    
 
Does the team use any “legal tech” products 
and do you find them a helpful management 
device?  

We use several market-leading legal technology 
solutions to aide with managing and delivering 
complex matters for our clients. Our arbitration 
teams work closely with our in-house innovation 
team, to identify and select the appropriate 
combination of technologies based upon the 
particulars and complexities of each specific 
matter. Over the course of an arbitration, we may 
leverage document management and automation 
technology from Bundledocs, document review 
solutions such as Relativity and Brainspace, the 
hearings platform from Opus and/or the multi-
faceted collaboration platform HighQ Collaborate, 
to name just a few.  

The pandemic accelerated this “smart” 
transformation process that was being introduced 
by institutions and governments to enable services 
to be available anytime, anywhere. As a trusted 
advisor to our clients, it is our obligation to stay 
nimble and keep pace with such technology and 
other changes so that we deliver the best possible 

Nicholas Sharratt  
Stephenson Harwood LLP
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Job title: Partner, Head of Arbitration Practice
Number of years in practice: 22

Dmitry Dyakin joined Rybalkin, Gortsunyan 
and Partners (RGP) in 2020 to head its newly 
launched arbitration practice. He brings with him 
over two decades of experience representing 
both state-owned and private companies in a 
variety of industries, including representations 
for multinationals such as Bayer, BP, Credit Suisse, 
Iberdrola, Lafarge Cement, and Sanofi-Aventis. He is 
described by one UK barrister as ‘the go-to counsel 
for any sizeable dispute in the Russian market.’ Another 
client comments on his ‘unique ability to manage 
complex, multijurisdictional arbitrations while keeping 
the client appraised and calm.’

Prior to joining RGP, Dyakin was a partner and co-
head of the litigation and arbitration practice at 
leading Russian firm Egorov Puginsky Afanasiev & 
Partners. He leads the ICC Arbitration Commission 
in Russia and the Investment Arbitration Working 
Group of the Russian Arbitration Association, is a 
member of the Russia/Eurasia Committee of the 
American Bar Association (ABA), the International 
Bar Association (IBA) and the Users Council of the 
Singapore International Arbitration Centre (SIAC). 
In 2017 he was appointed as the Chairman of the 
Presidium of the Arbitration Centre at the Russian 
Union of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs (RUIE) and 
has since been elected to its Management Board.

In conversation with…

‘I came to Rybalkin, Gortsunyan & Partners with 
a team of ten lawyers. While the firm had practiced 
arbitration before, mainly through the work of 
Ilya Rybalkin, the idea was to combine forces to 
form an international standard commercial and 
investment arbitration practice. We are now over 
30 lawyers covering international disputes. If you 
compare the strength of our team, and the quality 
of cases we handle, and the clients and complexity 
of disputes we work on, RGP is definitely a number 
one law firm for disputes in Russia. This is a market 
traditionally occupied by international firms, so to 
build a challenger firm in such a short period is a big 
achievement.

Russia has been something of a virgin territory 
for investment treaty arbitration cases over the past 
few years, but we are now seeing a sharp increase. 
Of the dozen or so cases that I routinely handle each 
year, only two or so would be investment treaty 
cases. This is picking up, but the historical absence 
of these cases means it is still considered somewhat 
exotic for the Russian market. Not many firms can 
handle these successfully.

Serving as chair of the Arbitration Centre at the 
Russian Union of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs 

(RUIE, of which he is now board member) has 
given me a great insight into the development of 
arbitration in the Russian Federation. It is the oldest 
of the three still active arbitral institutions in Russia 
and has close connections with the Russian Union of 
Entrepreneurs, which is one of the largest business 
organisations in the country. That gives us a good 
insight into the issues encountered by domestic 
businesses when facing disputes. However, we are 
also trying to expand and understand the issues 
faced by international investors. I am responsible for 
setting RUIE’s international agenda and am working 
to bring more international cases to the centre. Case 
numbers have grown at around 300%, and we are 
now using technology to hold remote hearings.

Of my recent matters, the one that stands out 
most to me is an investment treaty case against a CIS 
country that has been in the news a lot lately. This is 
one of the first investment treaty cases against that 
state and it is the first time for a Russian investor to 
use ICSID additional facilities. Russia is not a member 
of the Washington Convention so cannot use ICSID 
as a forum, though ICSID additional facilities are 
permissible. This is somewhat untested which makes 
the case all the more interesting and complicated.’  n

Dmitry Dyakin
Rybalkin, Gortsunyan & Partners 

Job title: Partner, Head of Litigation and 
Investigations Practice
Number of years in practice: 21

Ilya Rybalkin is a founding partner of Rybalkin, 
Gortsunyan and Partners (RGP), a law firm one client 
refers to as ‘the Russian Quinn Emanuel.’ He also 
heads the litigation and investigations practice.

His practice focuses on large-scale commercial cross 
border disputes, fraud litigation, investigations 
and reputation recovery matters, though he also 
dedicates a significant part of his practice to advising 
Russian and international clients on their corporate 
activities, especially when there is a contentious 
element involved.

Rybalkin has worked on some of the most  
renowned arbitrations of the past 20 years. He  
made a name for himself in the international  
legal world in 2012 by acting as lead advisor  
to Alfa-Access-Renova consortium (AAR) on  
the US$28bn sale of its stake in TNK-BP to Rosneft,  
the largest-ever corporate transaction in Russia.  
It followed on from a series of international  
arbitration proceedings related to the so-called  
Arctic alliance between TNK and BP, in which  
Rybalkin had represented Renova. The successful 
resolution of these claims paved the way for the 
later landmark deal. He was also closely involved 
in representing Renova Industries in US legal 
proceedings initiated against a private individual  
for unjustified enrichment.

Other recent matters on which Rybalkin has  
led include: representing Russian oil and gas  
company PJSC Tatneft on a US$380m English 
litigation proceedings and a freezing injunction 
application in the High Court against four  
Ukrainian oligarchs; representing a prominent  
Russian businessman in BIT arbitration proceedings 
against a Baltic country, to protect his investments  
in the financial sector; representing a Russian  
mining company in #a landmark victory through  
the annulment by the Swiss Federal Supreme  
Court of a multimillion dollar arbitration  
award against the company, and representing a  
prominent Russian entrepreneur in significant  
white-collar litigation in which the client faced  
serious allegations of dishonest business practice  
and money laundering by the finance intelligence  
unit of an Eastern African country. In this latter  
case, all charges were withdrawn and the dispute 
settled as a result of Rybalkin’s strategy of initiating 
bilateral investment treaty arbitration against the 
country.

Rybalkin started his career in 1998 as a paralegal  
at German firm Bruckhaus, which later became  
part of global legal giant Freshfields Bruckhaus 
Deringer. He then joined German rival Noerr in  
1999, becoming the firm’s youngest partner ever  
in 2004, before moving to Hogan & Hartson in 
2006. He joined Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld 
in 2010 and was known as one of the firm’s leading 
rainmakers in the Russian market. He left to found 
RGP in 2018.

In 2019 he was included in the ICC Russia’s roster of 
arbitrators and his questionnaire was added to the 
List of Practitioners on VIAC’s website. In 2020, he 
became a member of the Scientific Advisory Board 
on International Law under the Ministry of Justice 
of the Russian Federation and a member of ICC 
FraudNet. 

In conversation with…

‘The whole idea behind Rybalkin, Gortsunyan & 
Partners was to set up a disputes powerhouse. We 
had a very strong name for international litigation, 
so it was a natural step to expand our practice by 
bringing in the best lawyers for arbitration. Our 
ambition was to grow the practice and bring in the 
best talent available. With the withdrawal of several 
major international firms from Russia there was an 
opportunity to create a new market leader. With 
RGP Advocates Bureau we have done just that. The 
number of highly complex cases we now handle for 
major foreign and domestic clients is an indication 
that we are now the number one firm in Russia .

Historically, international arbitration was always 
managed outside Russia. International firms with 
Russian outposts simply exported matters to their 
London, Paris, or Geneva offices. As a result, there 
was little opportunity for local lawyers to develop.  n

Ilya Rybalkin 
Rybalkin, Gortsunyan & Partners 
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Job title: Partner 
Location: Dubai, UAE 
Number of years in practice: 13 
Admissions: England & Wales, Dubai Legal 
Affairs Department, DIFC 
Main sectors covered: White-collar crime, 
government and public sector, financial 
services regulatory, investigations, banking, 
insurance 
Geographical areas of focus: Middle East, Asia, 
Europe and United States 

Philip Clarke is a partner in Stephenson Harwood’s 
international regulatory and investigations practice, 
based in Dubai. He has a broad range of experience 
in contentious and non-contentious regulatory 
matters, internal investigations, cross-border 
enforcement proceedings and financial services 
disputes.  

Having worked for several years as Senior Legal 
Counsel at the Dubai Financial Services Authority 
(“DFSA”) he has a detailed knowledge of the DFSA 
regulation and offers insightful and strategic 
advice across a wide spectrum of contentious and 
non-contentious issues as a result. In addition to 
interactions with regulators, Philip is well placed 
to assist clients in developing and implementing 
their compliance policies and regulatory change 

programmes. He has expertise in the application 
of regulatory requirements to innovative business 
models.  

Philip’s contentious experience includes acting on 
complex, cross border enforcement investigations, 
involving regulators including the Financial Conduct 
Authority (“FCA”), Securities & Exchange Commission 
(“SEC”), Department of Justice (“DOJ”), European 
Commission and Japan’s Fair Trade Commission. He 
has also advised on matters involving concurrent 
regulatory investigations, past business reviews and 
related court disputes, including those involving 
the appointment of skilled persons and the use of a 
novel customer redress scheme.  

Philip has conducted numerous internal 
investigations in response to issues arising within 
investment and private banks, including those 
arising from whistleblowing reports. Philip is also 
listed as a “recommended lawyer” for Dispute 
resolution: arbitration and international litigation by 
The Legal 500 EMEA 2022. 

Philip Clarke 
Stephenson Harwood LLP
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Job title: Partner
Location: Dubai, UAE 
Number of years in practice: Nine 
Admissions: Solicitor of the Senior Courts of 
England & Wales, Higher Rights of Audience 
before the Senior Courts of England & Wales, 
Dubai Legal Affairs Department, DIFC-
registered 
Main sectors covered: Maritime and 
shipping, commodities and trading, oil & 
gas, restructuring & insolvency, construction, 
infrastructure, transportation, financial 
services and banks.
Geographical areas of focus: London, Geneva, 
Singapore, Middle East

Mark Lakin is a partner in Stephenson Harwood’s 
international arbitration team, based in Dubai. He 
is an English qualified lawyer and solicitor advocate 
who specialises in various sectors, particularly 
maritime and shipping, oil and gas, offshore energy, 
and international trade and commodities. He 
regularly acts in cases before the English, DIFC and 
UAE Courts.  

Mark has a broad international client base, with a 
focus on commodities traders, shipping companies 
and banks. These include strong local connections 
and also corporates based in London, Geneva and 
Singapore with exposure to the Middle East.   

Mark Lakin  
Stephenson Harwood LLP

Mark’s practice involves arbitration in several 
different forums and has previously acted in a 
wide range of arbitrations under the DIAC, DIFC-
LCIA, LCIA, LMAA, UNCITRAL, GAFTA, FOSFA, SIAC 
and HKIAC Rules.  

Mark is listed as a “recommended lawyer” for 
Dispute Resolution: Arbitration and International 
Litigation and Shipping by The Legal 500 
EMEA 2022, where he is described as a “senior 
practitioner” and praised by clients for providing 
“promptly and strategic advice” and for facilitating 
queries “outside normal work hours, plus has 
made himself available on weekends and holidays 
providing us efficient service round the clock”.   

Furthermore, Mark is also listed in Seatrade 
Maritime Middle East’s “20 under 40“ 2021 
list – celebrating the top 20 maritime industry 
professionals who have demonstrated 
leadership, ambition and commitment to the 
maritime industry within the Middle East.



Job title: Partner, Head of Arbitration Practice
Number of years in practice: 22

Dmitry Dyakin joined Rybalkin, Gortsunyan 
and Partners (RGP) in 2020 to head its newly 
launched arbitration practice. He brings with him 
over two decades of experience representing 
both state-owned and private companies in a 
variety of industries, including representations 
for multinationals such as Bayer, BP, Credit Suisse, 
Iberdrola, Lafarge Cement, and Sanofi-Aventis. He is 
described by one UK barrister as ‘the go-to counsel 
for any sizeable dispute in the Russian market.’ Another 
client comments on his ‘unique ability to manage 
complex, multijurisdictional arbitrations while keeping 
the client appraised and calm.’

Prior to joining RGP, Dyakin was a partner and co-
head of the litigation and arbitration practice at 
leading Russian firm Egorov Puginsky Afanasiev & 
Partners. He leads the ICC Arbitration Commission 
in Russia and the Investment Arbitration Working 
Group of the Russian Arbitration Association, is a 
member of the Russia/Eurasia Committee of the 
American Bar Association (ABA), the International 
Bar Association (IBA) and the Users Council of the 
Singapore International Arbitration Centre (SIAC). 
In 2017 he was appointed as the Chairman of the 
Presidium of the Arbitration Centre at the Russian 
Union of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs (RUIE) and 
has since been elected to its Management Board.

In conversation with…

‘I came to Rybalkin, Gortsunyan & Partners with 
a team of ten lawyers. While the firm had practiced 
arbitration before, mainly through the work of 
Ilya Rybalkin, the idea was to combine forces to 
form an international standard commercial and 
investment arbitration practice. We are now over 
30 lawyers covering international disputes. If you 
compare the strength of our team, and the quality 
of cases we handle, and the clients and complexity 
of disputes we work on, RGP is definitely a number 
one law firm for disputes in Russia. This is a market 
traditionally occupied by international firms, so to 
build a challenger firm in such a short period is a big 
achievement.

Russia has been something of a virgin territory 
for investment treaty arbitration cases over the past 
few years, but we are now seeing a sharp increase. 
Of the dozen or so cases that I routinely handle each 
year, only two or so would be investment treaty 
cases. This is picking up, but the historical absence 
of these cases means it is still considered somewhat 
exotic for the Russian market. Not many firms can 
handle these successfully.

Serving as chair of the Arbitration Centre at the 
Russian Union of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs 

(RUIE, of which he is now board member) has 
given me a great insight into the development of 
arbitration in the Russian Federation. It is the oldest 
of the three still active arbitral institutions in Russia 
and has close connections with the Russian Union of 
Entrepreneurs, which is one of the largest business 
organisations in the country. That gives us a good 
insight into the issues encountered by domestic 
businesses when facing disputes. However, we are 
also trying to expand and understand the issues 
faced by international investors. I am responsible for 
setting RUIE’s international agenda and am working 
to bring more international cases to the centre. Case 
numbers have grown at around 300%, and we are 
now using technology to hold remote hearings.

Of my recent matters, the one that stands out 
most to me is an investment treaty case against a CIS 
country that has been in the news a lot lately. This is 
one of the first investment treaty cases against that 
state and it is the first time for a Russian investor to 
use ICSID additional facilities. Russia is not a member 
of the Washington Convention so cannot use ICSID 
as a forum, though ICSID additional facilities are 
permissible. This is somewhat untested which makes 
the case all the more interesting and complicated.’  n

Dmitry Dyakin
Rybalkin, Gortsunyan & Partners 

Job title: Partner, Head of Litigation and 
Investigations Practice
Number of years in practice: 21

Ilya Rybalkin is a founding partner of Rybalkin, 
Gortsunyan and Partners (RGP), a law firm one client 
refers to as ‘the Russian Quinn Emanuel.’ He also 
heads the litigation and investigations practice.

His practice focuses on large-scale commercial cross 
border disputes, fraud litigation, investigations 
and reputation recovery matters, though he also 
dedicates a significant part of his practice to advising 
Russian and international clients on their corporate 
activities, especially when there is a contentious 
element involved.

Rybalkin has worked on some of the most  
renowned arbitrations of the past 20 years. He  
made a name for himself in the international  
legal world in 2012 by acting as lead advisor  
to Alfa-Access-Renova consortium (AAR) on  
the US$28bn sale of its stake in TNK-BP to Rosneft,  
the largest-ever corporate transaction in Russia.  
It followed on from a series of international  
arbitration proceedings related to the so-called  
Arctic alliance between TNK and BP, in which  
Rybalkin had represented Renova. The successful 
resolution of these claims paved the way for the 
later landmark deal. He was also closely involved 
in representing Renova Industries in US legal 
proceedings initiated against a private individual  
for unjustified enrichment.

Other recent matters on which Rybalkin has  
led include: representing Russian oil and gas  
company PJSC Tatneft on a US$380m English 
litigation proceedings and a freezing injunction 
application in the High Court against four  
Ukrainian oligarchs; representing a prominent  
Russian businessman in BIT arbitration proceedings 
against a Baltic country, to protect his investments  
in the financial sector; representing a Russian  
mining company in #a landmark victory through  
the annulment by the Swiss Federal Supreme  
Court of a multimillion dollar arbitration  
award against the company, and representing a  
prominent Russian entrepreneur in significant  
white-collar litigation in which the client faced  
serious allegations of dishonest business practice  
and money laundering by the finance intelligence  
unit of an Eastern African country. In this latter  
case, all charges were withdrawn and the dispute 
settled as a result of Rybalkin’s strategy of initiating 
bilateral investment treaty arbitration against the 
country.

Rybalkin started his career in 1998 as a paralegal  
at German firm Bruckhaus, which later became  
part of global legal giant Freshfields Bruckhaus 
Deringer. He then joined German rival Noerr in  
1999, becoming the firm’s youngest partner ever  
in 2004, before moving to Hogan & Hartson in 
2006. He joined Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld 
in 2010 and was known as one of the firm’s leading 
rainmakers in the Russian market. He left to found 
RGP in 2018.

In 2019 he was included in the ICC Russia’s roster of 
arbitrators and his questionnaire was added to the 
List of Practitioners on VIAC’s website. In 2020, he 
became a member of the Scientific Advisory Board 
on International Law under the Ministry of Justice 
of the Russian Federation and a member of ICC 
FraudNet. 

In conversation with…

‘The whole idea behind Rybalkin, Gortsunyan & 
Partners was to set up a disputes powerhouse. We 
had a very strong name for international litigation, 
so it was a natural step to expand our practice by 
bringing in the best lawyers for arbitration. Our 
ambition was to grow the practice and bring in the 
best talent available. With the withdrawal of several 
major international firms from Russia there was an 
opportunity to create a new market leader. With 
RGP Advocates Bureau we have done just that. The 
number of highly complex cases we now handle for 
major foreign and domestic clients is an indication 
that we are now the number one firm in Russia .

Historically, international arbitration was always 
managed outside Russia. International firms with 
Russian outposts simply exported matters to their 
London, Paris, or Geneva offices. As a result, there 
was little opportunity for local lawyers to develop.  n

Ilya Rybalkin 
Rybalkin, Gortsunyan & Partners 
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Job title: Senior associate 
Location: Dubai, UAE 
Number of years in practice: Seven 
Admissions: England & Wales, Dubai Legal 
Affairs Department, DIFC 
Main sectors covered: Construction, 
pharmaceuticals, government and public 
sector, infrastructure, transportation, 
maritime and shipping, hospitality and 
tourism, restructuring & insolvency, 
regulatory investigations, employment, 
white-collar crime 
Geographical areas of focus: Middle East, 
Africa, Europe and Asia 
Languages: English, Spanish, and French 

Caroline Hibberd is a senior associate in 
Stephenson Harwood’s international arbitration 
and dispute resolution team, based in Dubai.  
Caroline is an English-qualified lawyer and 
solicitor advocate. She represents clients in 
complex litigation and arbitration, insolvency, 
regulatory investigations, employment issues, 
and white-collar crime. She has worked on 
arbitration proceedings under the DIFC-LCIA, 
LCIA, ICC, HKIAC, ICSID, and UNCITRAL sets of 
arbitral rules.  

  

Caroline Hibberd  
Stephenson Harwood LLP

Job title: Associate 
Location: Dubai, UAE 
Number of years in practice: Seven 
Admissions: England & Wales, Dubai Legal 
Affairs Department, DIFC 
Main sectors covered: Construction, real 
estate, energy, infrastructure, transportation, 
hospitality and tourism 
Geographical areas of focus: Middle East, 
Africa, Europe 

Samantha Martin is an associate within the 
Middle East disputes resolution and international 
arbitration practice. She has built up a wealth 
of experience in resolving construction and 
engineering disputes in both an advisory and 
formal dispute resolution setting, and represents 
clients in complex, high-value, multi-jurisdictional 
disputes under all the main arbitral institutions, 
including LCIA, ICC, DIFC-LCIA and DIAC.   

Samantha has acted for a client base comprising 
contractors, sub-contractors, developers, 
engineering companies, government bodies, 
and consultants in relation to both standard 
term and bespoke construction contracts on a 
variety of construction projects, including major 
government and transport infrastructure, mixed-

use residential and commercial developments, 
major landmarks, museums and universities.   

Having practiced in the Middle East since 2015, 
Samantha is familiar with the substantive laws 
and legal procedures in relation to a number 
of jurisdictions, arbitral institutions and court 
systems. 

Samantha has also recently undertaken a 
secondment with a leading real estate developer 
that has constructed some of the most iconic 
residential, hospitality and mixed-use residential 
and commercial projects in the UAE.  

Samantha Martin  
Stephenson Harwood LLP 
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Job title: Senior associate
Location: Dubai, UAE 
Number of years in practice: Eight 
Admissions: England & Wales, DIFC registered, 
Dubai Legal Affairs Department, Member of 
Society of Middle Temple London 
Main sectors covered: Construction, real estate, 
government and public sector, oil & gas, 
infrastructure, transportation, conventional 
power, water and waste, insurance, maritime 
and shipping, hospitality, and tourism
Geographical areas of focus: Middle East, 
Africa, Asia, and Europe 

Michael Hartley is a senior associate in Stephenson 
Harwood’s international arbitration and dispute 
resolution team, based in Dubai, who acts for clients 
in the construction, oil and gas, energy and power 
sectors in large scale disputes.  

Michael regularly acts as the lead associate on large 
value and high-profile international disputes in 
various courts and arbitration centres (including 
DIFC-LCIA, ICC, ADCCAC and DIAC).   

He is regularly instructed to advise on strategy 
as well as act in settlement negotiations prior to 
initiating proceedings. This early-stage experience 
is complimented by the fact that he regularly 
runs disputes to a final hearing and then enforces 

favourable judgments. Consequently, Michael has 
a breadth of experience in the full life cycle of large 
disputes.   

Michael is routinely praised by clients for having “a 
keen eye for detail” and being “a hardworking and 
committed individual” and commended him for 
being “a professional lawyer… you know you’re in 
good hands”. His standing in the market is reflected 
through him being ranked as a “recommended 
lawyer” for Dispute resolution: arbitration and 
international litigation by The Legal 500 EMEA 2022.

Michael Hartley  
Stephenson Harwood LLP

Caroline represents clients from a variety 
of sectors, particularly within the finance, 
construction and infrastructure, technology, 
consumer products, transportation, medical 
devices, and pharmaceutical sectors.   

Caroline is admitted to practice in England and 
Wales. She trained and qualified as a lawyer in 
London and previously spent two years working 
in Hong Kong. She also spent six months working 
in the arbitration practice of an international law 
firm in Paris.  
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Job title: Managing Partner
Location: Moldova
Number of years in practice: 25
Admissions: Moldovan Bar
Geographical areas of focus: Moldova and 
CIS
Languages: Romanian, English, Russian

Over a 25-year legal career, Roger Gladei has 
acted on some of Moldova’s most high-profile 
disputes. He began his legal career by spending 
ten years in-house at a prominent domestic 
bank, eventually holding concurrent roles as 
head of legal, corporate secretary, and head 
of AML. Since then he has been practicing as 
independent legal counsel, initially as partner 
with a Moldovan law firm and subsequently as 
co-founder and managing partner of Gladei & 
Partners.  

He is the first and current President of Chisinau 
Court of International Commercial Arbitration 
(CACIC) under the American Chamber of 
Commerce in Moldova (AmCham). Set up in 
2017, AmCham CACIC is the first significant ADR 
forum catering to businesses disputes arising in 
Moldova and/or in connection with Moldovan 
parties. Together with his peers from the CACIC 
Steering Committee and the CACIC Secretariat, 
Gladei has, ‘established the organisational and 
procedural framework of CACIC, making it a 
reputable ADR forum, where business have been 
addressing not only for arbitration, but also for 
conciliation and mediation.’

Roger Gladei
Gladei & Partners

Job title: Partner 
Location: Russia
Number of years in practice: 21
Admissions: Moscow Bar
Geographical areas of focus: Russia & CIS
Languages: Russian, English, French

Alexei Panich is a partner in the dispute 
resolution practice of Herbert Smith Freehills 
in Moscow, specialist in litigation and 
arbitration. For more than 20 years he has been 
representing clients in complex corporate, 
commercial, construction and banking 
disputes, cross-border debt recovery as well as 
in bankruptcy proceedings. He has extensive 
experience in advising on complex Russian 
and international litigation and arbitration 
matters affecting the activities of both foreign 
investors and national Russian companies. His 
representations as arbitration counsel include 
acting for: a Russian high net worth individual 
in a settlement of a dispute related to recovery 
of over $1bn damages being considered by 
the London Court of International Arbitration 
(LCIA); Royal Bank of Scotland and the syndicate 
of other banks in a US$300m LCIA arbitration 
against Kazakhstan companies, operating 
in Russia and Kazakhstan, and a Gazprom 
subsidiary in a US$125 million dispute aimed at 
the cancellation of an award of the International 
Commercial Arbitration Court. He has also 
represented three Russian biathletes in Court of 
Arbitration for Sport (CAS) proceedings relating 
to doping allegations. 

Alexei Panich
Herbert Smith Freehills

Job title: Partner
Location: Russia
Number of years in practice: 20
Number of years as an arbitrator: Two
Admissions: Moscow Region Bar
Main sectors covered: Intellectual property 
(inc. pharma, TMT, FMCG, IT and others)
Languages: Russian, English

Ekaterina Tilling is the head of Eversheds 
Sutherland’s Russian intellectual property 
practice and is recognised for her experience 
in this area. She specialises in arbitration and 
litigation, with a particular focus on IP issues 
and has significant experience in handling 
complex investment projects involving different 
IP assets, as well as in negotiating and advising 
on various IT transactions (including software 
development, franchising, and IP assignment 
and licensing. She is highly skilled in solving IP 
disputes in Russian courts of all levels, including 
the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation, as 
well as in forums such as the Chamber of Patent 
Disputes of Rospatent, antimonopoly bodies 
and the prosecutor’s offices.

Tilling is an active member of the IP Committee 
of ICC Russia as well as a member of several 
working groups of the global ICC Commission 
of Intellectual Property. She is the author of 
many IP publications in Russia and abroad 
including commentaries on Russia’s key 
legislative acts. She is also active in shaping 
Russia’s IP landscape as a senior teacher at the 
National Research University’s Higher School 
of Economics. She has also developed several 
programs on IP rights issues for master’s 
students at the International Laboratory for 
Information Technology and Intellectual 
Property of the Theory and History of Law 
department. solution, Research and Resource 
Institute. 

Ekaterina Tilling
Eversheds Sutherland
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