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Leading firm in  
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 Asia Pacific 2022

Listed as  
“Singapore’s Best Law 

Firms 2021”  
by The Straits Times 

Winner of the “Maritime 
or Transport Team of the 

Year” award  
– The Legal 500 Southeast 

Asia Awards 2021 

“They outline clear and sensible 
strategies, and are agile enough 
to change strategy when new 
developments arise.”

 Chambers Asia Pacific 2022

Stephenson Harwood is a law firm 
with over 1100 people worldwide, 
including more than 190 partners. 
Our people are committed to 
achieving the goals of our clients 
– listed and private companies, 
institutions and individuals.

We assemble teams of bright thinkers to match our clients’ needs and give 
the right advice from the right person at the right time. Dedicating the 
highest calibre of legal talent to overcome the most complex issues, we 
deliver pragmatic, expert advice that is set squarely in the real world.

Our headquarters are in London, with eight offices across Asia, Europe 
and the Middle East. In addition we have forged close ties with other high 
quality law firms. This diverse mix of expertise and culture results in a 
combination of deep local insight and the capability to provide a seamless 
international service.

‘Best ESG communication 
strategy’ and ‘Best 

sustainability & ESG 
thought leadership’  

– WealthBriefing Wealth 
For Good Awards 2022
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Overview
The Singapore office has been established in Singapore for 
26 years, and as part of the Stephenson Harwood (Singapore) 
Alliance, is widely recognised as being a top-tier firm in asset 
finance, banking, shipping, arbitration, aviation, international 
trade and corporate, covering the region from its Singapore hub.

Our 60 lawyer Alliance team in Singapore, covering international 
and permitted areas of Singapore law, has built an enviable 
reputation for investment advice, shipping, offshore and 
aviation, mergers and acquisitions, private wealth, corporate, 
banking and project finance, arbitration and dispute resolution.

Our highly regarded dispute resolution team advises on the full 
range of corporate, commercial, trade and insolvency disputes. 
We represent clients in court litigation, and international and 
domestic arbitrations around the world. Through our Alliance 
partner, Virtus Law LLP, we are also able to take action and 
represent clients at every level of the Singapore courts.

Our sectors
Agriculture  |  Art and cultural property  |  Aviation  
|  Banking and finance  |  Construction and engineering   
|  Consumer  |  Energy, energy services and natural resources  
|  Environmental, social and governance (ESG)  |  Funds and 
financial services  |  Government and public sector  |  Healthcare  
|  Hotels and leisure  |  Infrastructure  |  Insurance  |  International 
trade  |  Life sciences  |  Pensions  |  Power and renewables   
|  Private wealth  |  Professional services  |  Real estate investors 
and developers  |  Shipping and offshore oil and gas  |  Sport   
|  Technology, media and telecommunications.
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Corporate 
Our corporate practice has dedicated and experienced lawyers 
handling capital market activities as well as the full range of 
business and corporate related work. We have wide experience, 
along with specialist knowledge, in business and corporate matters 
including acquisitions and disposals, joint ventures, venture capital, 
corporate restructuring and corporate support services.

We can help with:

• capital markets 

• commercial contracts 

• compliance 

• data protection 

• employment 

• intellectual property 

• joint ventures 

• mergers and acquisitions 

• private equity 

• restructuring 

• venture capital.

TSA Group 
Advising the owners of TSA Group, a global hotel and hospitality 
consultancy, on its sale to Florida-based Frontline Performance 
Group, a strategic performance consultancy.

ASEAN Industrial Growth Fund
Advising private equity fund manager AIGF on various 
matters, including the sale of its interest in Jaya Grocer, and its 
investment in BHS Kinetic.

Carro 
Advising Carro on its US$360 million series C fundraising to 
achieve unicorn status, and a further series C1 fundraising led by 
state-backed institutional investors.

BW Group 
Advising BW Group on its acquisition of Hawaiki Submarine 
Cable and International Connectivity Services. 

Petronas
Advising Petronas and its corporate venture capital arm, 
Petronas Ventures, on its Series C1 investment into Shenzhen 
Immotor Technology. 

TotalEnergies
Advising TotalEnergies on its complex joint venture, and 
associated commercial arrangements, with Japanese energy 
group, ENEOS. The joint venture will develop onsite B2B solar 
distributed generation across Asia over the next five years, 
focusing initially on Japan, India, Thailand, Vietnam, Indonesia, 
Philippines, Cambodia, Singapore and Malaysia.

Lyniate
Advising Lyniate, a global healthcare data interoperability and 
data liquidity solutions provider, on a fundraising round led by 
Hg, the manager of HgCapital Trust plc. 

Arcus Infrastructure Partners 
and Peacock Group
Advising Arcus Infrastructure Partners and Peacock Group 
Holdings B.V. on the acquisition of a portfolio of c. 9,000 tank 
containers, and the associated operating and financial leases 
from Gem Containers Limited.

Kroll 
Advising Kroll on various deals, including its acquisition of 
RP Digital Security, a Singapore-headquartered company 
specialising in computer forensic investigations, and its 
acquisition of Borrelli Walsh, a leading specialist restructuring, 
corporate recovery, insolvency and forensic accounting firm.

Auspac Investment 
Management
Advising Auspac Investment Management in setting up a 
variable capital company, and assisting on its for 13R/13X tax 
incentive structure with the Monetary Authority of Singapore. 

Creador
Advising an active private equity fund, Creador, in connection 
with their FDI issues relating to several private equity 
acquisitions, disposals and restructuring in Indonesia including 
on investment and divestment conditions and restrictions.

VCPlus Limited
Advising SGX-listed VCPlus Limited in its custody white label 
license and services agreement with HydraX to license the 
Hydra X’s digital asset custody technology solution for digital 
asset tokens and associated services. 
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Shipping and offshore finance 
Stephenson Harwood is recognised as having one of the world’s 
leading shipping and offshore oil and gas practices and its 
lawyers are consistently ranked top tier. 

We are consistently instructed by most of the major shipping 
and offshore oil and gas companies, energy service companies, 
shipyards, insurers, international group of P&I clubs, commodity 
companies, sponsors, lenders, arrangers and private equity 
providers, and have an unrivalled depth and breadth in terms of 
jurisdictional reach and service offering.

We can help with:

• debt financing 

• export credit financing 

• finance and operating leasing

• islamic finance 

• restructuring, workouts and enforcements

• sale and leaseback 

• structured tax leasing.

Hafnia Limited 
Advising Hafnia Limited on its US$374 million sustainability-
linked term loan, and its US$473 million senior secured term 
loan and revolving credit facility to refinance its existing US$360 
million facility and US$236 million facility with a security package 
including 33 vessels consisting of two long range product tankers, 
17 medium range product tankers and 13 handy vessels. 

Epic Gas fleet financing
Advising ABN AMRO and Crédit Agricole on the US$201 million 
refinancing of a portfolio of 20 LPG carriers for Epic Gas.

Hanjin
Advising in respect of the collapse of Hanjin; the firm advised on 
the enforcement of security over the relevant part of the Hanjin 
fleet in multiple jurisdictions around the world. 

Minsheng Financial Leasing 
Advising Minsheng Financial Leasing in relation to the 
refinancing of a portfolio of 10,000 marine containers, through a 
JOLCO with a head lease and sub-lease structure.  
Leasing Deal of the Year Award, 2019 – Marine Money

China Development Bank 
Advising China Development Bank on the US$1.6 billion 
financing of six Arc7 LNG carrier newbuildings for a joint venture 
between Teekay LNG Partners and China LNG Shipping.

ICBC Financial Leasing 
Advising ICBC Financial Leasing on the US$472 million green 
lease facility of three 23,500 TEU newbuilding containerships 
for Hapag-Lloyd. The newbuild ships will be powered by LNG 
dual fuel engines and are part of Hapag-Lloyd’s order of six 
ultra-large containerships worth up to US$1 billion with Daewoo 
Shipbuilding & Marine Engineering.  
Green Loan Deal of the Year Award, 2020 – Marine Money 

KfW-IPEX Bank 
Advising KfW-IPEX Bank on a US$72 million GIEK backed 
financing to Quantum Pacific Shipping for the purchase and 
installation of scrubbers.  
Green Ship Finance Deal of the Year – East, 2019 – Marine Money

ING Bank
Advising ING Bank on the structuring and documentation of 
a multi-tiered debt US$162 million KOBC guarantee backed 
financing.

Syndicate of lenders 
Advising a syndicate of lenders on a US$240 million sustainability-
linked financing to the Peacock Container Group, linking Peacock’s 
cost of financing to its ESG scorecard issued by EcoVadis.
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Structured and aviation finance 
Our team of acknowledged leading practitioners and highly 
talented aviation lawyers bring to the table a genuine in-depth 
knowledge and understanding of the aviation industry, which, when 
combined with a practical hands-on approach and high levels of 
legal expertise, enables us to deliver the commercial outcome our 
clients are looking for, effectively and cost efficiently.

We can help with: 

• aircraft acquisition and disposals

• aircraft finance and leasing

• credit products

• FX and interest rate derivatives 

• negotiate ISDA master agreements.

AirAsia 
Advising AirAsia Group Berhad, and its wholly-owned subsidiary 
Asia Aviation Capital Limited, on the US$768 million sale of 
Asia Aviation Capital Limited’s entire equity interest in Merah 
Aviation Asset Holding Limited.

AirAsia 
Advising AirAsia on the establishment and subsequent 
dissolution of its joint venture with All Nippon Airways forming 
AirAsia Japan.

Avation 
Advising Avation on the financing by an export credit agency of two 
ATR72-600 aircraft, and the leasing of the aircraft to Alliance Air.

CDB Leasing 
Advising CDB Leasing on sale & leaseback of one B777-300ER 
aircraft to Air China Limited.

Deucalion Limited and CLSA 
Capital Partners 
Advising Deucalion Limited and CLSA Capital Partners on 
purchase and financing of two B787-800 aircraft on lease to 
Qatar Airways. The aircraft were purchased by a joint-venture 
vehicle set up by Deucalion Limited and CLSA Capital Partners.

DVB Bank 
Advising DVB Bank on the full recourse portfolio refinancing of 
nine Asiana aircraft through finance leases.

ICBC Leasing 
Advising ICBC Leasing on the finance lease of five A321 aircraft 
to OJSC State Transport Leasing Company and subsequently 
leased to JSC Aeroflot-Russian Airlines.

Japanese conglomerate 
Advising a Japanese conglomerate on the financing of four 
Bombardier CRJ-200 aircraft for a Myanmar-based operator.

Korean institutional investors 
Advising Korean institutional investors in the financing of an 
A380 aircraft for Etihad.

Lion Air
Advising Lion Air in commercial debt financing of Boeing and 
ATR aircraft.

Cebu Pacific 
Advising Cebu Pacific on a US$227 million financing for four new 
A321neos.

Singapore Airlines 
Advising Singapore Airlines on the novation of leases for Rolls-
Royce engines.

Aura Group
Advising Aura Group on establishing its first aviation fund, 
including fund formation and the fund’s investment. 

“Provides good response time, excellent business 
acumen and strength-in-depth of team.”

 The Legal 500 Asia Pacific 2019
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Banking and finance
Stephenson Harwood’s banking and finance group constitutes 
a core part of the firm’s work. Our team is highly regarded by 
clients for its excellence, broad experience and versatility; 
we are well-positioned to provide international and domestic 
clients with the commercially focused legal services that they 
require. We act for many leading local and international banks, 
investment companies, other corporates, lessors, funds and 
other stakeholders on challenging transactions which often 
involve novel instruments or structures. 

State Bank of India 
Advising the State Bank of India on a US$1 billion credit facility 
to the Government of Sri Lanka for the purposes of importing 
food, medicine and other essential items. 

International financiers 
Advising an American financier, a European financier and a 
Japanese financer in relation to their US$50 million , US$45 
million and US$20 million bilateral term loan facilities to an Indian 
pharmaceutical company.

TPG Specialty Lending 
Advising TPG on the English aspects of a financing for Marlin 
Equity Partners’ SEK443 million acquisition of IBS AB and Union 
Park Capital’s acquisition of TQC/Sheen.

Chinese lender 
Advising a Chinese lender in respect of its US$400 million trade 
finance facility to an energy company.

HNA 
Advising HNA, a leading China based conglomerate with a 
global turnover of US$19 billion, in relation to the financing of its 
acquisition from GE Capital of the TIP Trailer Services group.

International banks 
Advising over a dozen international, local and Chinese banks 
on the development of their factoring/receivables purchase 
documentation.

Japanese banks 
Advising a syndicate of Japanese banks in respect of their 
US$188 million limited recourse financing to Japanese and Indian 
sponsors for the purchase of a liquefied natural gas carrier and 
the development of an import and re-gasification plant.



6

Dispute resolution 
Our very highly regarded dispute resolution team advises on 
the full range of commercial and similar disputes. We represent 
clients in High Court litigation, international and domestic 
arbitration, we manage proceedings in other jurisdictions, and 
we co-ordinate proceedings in more than one jurisdiction. We 
advise and assist clients on ADR, including mediation. Most of 
what we do is truly international and often multi-jurisdictional

Through our alliance partner, Virtus Law, we are also able to take 
action and represent clients at every level of the Singapore courts.

We can help with:

• admiralty 

• banking litigation

• breach of trust 

• commercial crime and regulatory offences

• commodities

• conspiracy to injure and other commercial torts

• employment disputes

• international arbitration

• offshore oil and gas and energy disputes

• shipbuilding and offshore construction

• shipping, sale & purchase, salvage and general average

• shareholders and partnership disputes

• white collar crime.

Indian multinational trading 
company 
Advising an Indian trading company in suing an Indian 
government bank for payment under a Letter of Credit.

International oil trading company 
Advising an international oil trading company on disputes relating 
to a number of oil cargoes, detained in the Sudan due to internal 
conflicts between the government of Sudan and South Sudan.

Scandinavian multinational bank 
Advising a Scandinavian multinational bank and assisted in 
suing Indonesian debtors and in making claims against their own 
insurers under their fidelity insurance cover.

VenturePharma Group 
Acting for VenturePharma Group in relation to a mareva 
injunction against it.
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Criminal defence 
Successfully defended persons accused of criminal and 
regulatory offences.

Employment matters 
Advising on matters including the enforceability of non-
competition obligations; breach of confidence; employee 
termination compensation issues; employee gross misconduct; 
criminal liability for employee corruption and other serious 
offences; sexual harassment; breach of employees’ duty of 
fidelity; director resignations and personal data protection. 

Construction 
Acting for trade major in arbitration arising out of fire and explosion 
due to design and construction flaws in port storage tanks.

Investment dispute
Acting for Southeast Asian automobile group in a series of 
arbitrations and connected disputes arising out of agreements 
for investment in a South Asian manufacturer.

Finance contracts 

Acting for a French bank in an arbitration in Singapore in a 
dispute between its customer and a third party on various swap, 
hedging and leasing agreements.

Carbon credits 
Acting in a series of arbitrations involving renewable energy 
producers and an investment fund arising from trades of carbon 
credits.

SIAC oil and gas
Acting for SG ListCo in proceedings arising out of a 
confidentiality agreement concerning an oil and gas concession 
granted by a Southeast Asian state

SIAC post-M&A dispute 
Representing a global confectionary manufacturer in dispute 
arising out of the US$1 billion sale of a division of its sourcing 
and manufacturing business and the post-acquisition 
completion accounts.
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International arbitration
Our international arbitration team is known for its expertise 
in managing complex and substantial arbitrations worldwide. 
Our team is able to advise and represent you at any stage of 
the arbitration process, from drafting a valid and effective 
arbitration agreement, representing you in arbitration 
proceedings, to enforcement (or resisting enforcement) of an 
arbitration award in courts around the world.

We have represented clients in arbitration proceedings under 
the rules of all the major institutions and trade associations, 
such as LCIA, ICC, CIETAC, HKIAC, SCIA, SIAC, LMAA, SCMA, 
GAFTA, HKMAG, UNCITRAL and ICSID. Members of our team 
are established thought leaders in the field, being board and 
committee members of the leading arbitration institutions, 
having written leading texts and other award-winning treatises 
on international arbitration.

Jaguar Energy
Acting for Jaguar Energy in claims arising out of delay to the 
construction of a power plant in Central America, including 
claims for delay/extensions of time, and breaches of the 
construction contract and vendor financing agreements.

Margin calls and closing out of 
trading
Acting for a financial institution in ICC arbitration proceedings 
seated in Singapore against clients of financial institution arising 
out of margin calls and closing out of trading account as a 
consequence of volatile market trading.

Southeast Asian sovereign state
Acting for Southeast Asian sovereign state in a US$4 billion ad 
hoc arbitration under the UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules.

Commodity trader
Representing a commodity trader in defence of claims in SIAC 
arbitration arising out of the sale of a cargo of Indonesian steam 
coal. The case involved disputes over delay in payment, quality 
of the cargo at load port, and delays at the discharge port due to 
exercise of lien over cargo.

Korean construction 
contractor
Representing a Korean construction contractor in respect of a 
multi-contract dispute involving EPC works at a mine in Australia 
with UNCITRAL arbitration and related Australian proceedings 
commenced under numerous heads of claim and quantum in 
excess of AU$1 billion, which ran through to a full multi-week 
hearing in Singapore and a final award.

ICC construction 
Representing a Japanese construction company in ICC 
arbitration in London in employer and sub-contractor disputes 
arising out of the construction of a plant in Algeria. 

Stephenson Harwood’s 
arbitration hub 
Stephenson Harwood’s global international arbitration 
team has recently launched a dedicated arbitration hub 
showcasing the team’s experience, thought leadership and 
commentary on market development. It provides a handy 
one-stop shop for guidance on arbitral institutions, sector 
development and the latest case updates. Please click here 
to access the hub. https://www.arbitrationhub.com
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Marine and international trade
Our world leading marine law practice offers a breadth of 
services to clients in the shipping, offshore and commodity 
sectors. Our clients include many of the world’s largest 
shipowners, shipyards, major ship finance banks, marine 
insurers and IG P&I clubs, energy services companies, oil and gas 
business and commodities traders.

We advise on all issues on the carriage of commodities including 
the drafting of charterparties and contracts of affreightment 
for both tanker and dry commodity cargoes, joint ventures, ship 
management agreements and shipping structures for traders 
and provide regular and continued advice on the shipment, 
carriage, discharge and delivery of all commodity cargoes.

We act in the most complex and high profile shipping disputes 
relevant to commodity traders, their financiers, and insurers. We 
work on disputes in the vast majority of maritime jurisdictions. 
This includes disputes over bills of lading, charterparty and 
contract of affreightment performance, cargo loss and damage, 
conversion and wrongful delivery, fires and explosions, general 
average, unsafe ports and berths. 

Van Oord Ship Management
Advising our client in relation to the purchase of three new build 
dual fuel powered hopper dredger vessels being constructed by 
Keppel Singmarine. A potential dispute has arisen in relation to 
the sufficiency of the Contract Price for each Vessel, with the 
Builder alleging that they are entitled to additional remuneration 
the construction of the Vessels due to elements of the 
construction being allegedly outside of the agreed scope of work.

BNP Paribas
Advising BNP Paribas, the financiers in claims against a 
defaulting borrower and enforcement against security. We 
co-ordinated a multi-jurisdictional effort ultimately leading to 
successful and very substantial recovery against Brightoil.

Louis Dreyfus Ports & Logistics
Advising Louis Dreyfus Ports & Logistics on disputes arising out of 
the EPC contract for the Hassyan clean coal power plant in Dubai.

Oil trader
Acting for a Geneva-based oil trader in LCIA arbitration 
proceedings in successfully defending claims by an oil major in 
relation to the alleged non-delivery of a shipment of base oils on 
grounds of force majeure.

Drilling contractor
Successfully defending a drilling contractor from the largest ever 
claim brought before the London Maritime Arbitration Association.

Vessel arrests
Acting for mortgagees, suppliers, shipmanagers, charterers 
and owners in enforcing their claims against vessels. We are 
experienced in arresting vessels in multiple jurisdictions and, 
through our Alliance partner, Virtus Law LLP, also enforcement 
in Singapore.
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“They spend a lot of time and energy getting to 
know the clients to a depth and breadth that we 
have not experienced elsewhere.” 

 The Legal 500 Asia Pacific 2022
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Restructuring and insolvency
Our restructuring and insolvency team is a multi-jurisdictional 
team of lawyers who advise a wide array of stakeholders on 
all issues arising in connection with financial distress. Our 
work covers all sectors – and encompasses domestic and 
international debt restructurings, schemes of arrangement, 
CVAs, administrations (including pre-packs), refinancings, 
workouts and turnaround strategies, debt for equity swaps, 
distressed M&A, distressed investing, loan to own strategies, 
receiverships, liquidations, personal bankruptcy, insolvency 
litigation and investigations, and fraud and asset recovery.

Skaugen
Advising and assisting the Skaugen Group to apply in Singapore 
for protection under the s. 211B scheme moratorium regime. 
This resulted in the first reported Singapore court judgment 
(Re IM Skaugen SE and other matters [2018] SGHC 259) on the 
requirements of a scheme moratorium.

iflix 
Advising the iflix group on its group restructuring and securing 
one of the first pre-pack schemes under Singapore’s Insolvency, 
Restructuring and Dissolution Act 2018 since it came into force 
on 30 July 2020.

Agritrade International
Advising the creditors of Agritrade International (Pte) Ltd in 
the judicial management of Agritrade International (Pte) Ltd, 
with a total debt of about US$1.55 billion, one of the largest 
insolvencies in Singapore. Also advising creditors on the 
restructuring of Agritrade Resources Limited (listed on the Hong 
Kong Stock Exchange).

Swiber
Acting for creditors against a well-known offshore construction 
and support services provider undergoing judicial management 
in Singapore.

General Mills
Advising General Mills on restructuring and implementation of 
its new operational model in Southeast Asia.

Applus Velosi 
Advising Applus Velosi on its investment in Velosi Industries and 
the restructuring of its commercial operations in South Korea.

Equinix Group 
Advising Equinix Group on a S$7 billion corporate and debt 
restructuring. Equinix is the world’s largest data centre and co-
location provider, operating in 52 markets across five continents.

Pacific Radiance
Advising and acting for one of the secured lenders in respect 
of scheme of arrangement moratorium applications by Pacific 
Radiance Limited and Pacific Crest Pte Ltd and successfully 
obtained a carve-out of the lender’s secured assets from the 
moratoria orders.

Hin Leong Trading
Advising and acting for two major secured lenders on the 
collapse of a well-known Singapore oil trader (Hin Leong 
Trading), its related vessel ownership group (Xihe Holdings) 
and its related bareboat charterer (Ocean Tankers), with an 
exposure of well over US$500 million. This matter has been 
the subject of headline news in Singapore and in international 
industry press, with allegations of fraudulent trading, and is one 
of the largest debt restructuring exercises in Singapore.

Jack Wills
Advising and acting for the liquidators of Jack Wills (SG) Pte 
Ltd as part of the global administration of Jack Wills Limited, in 
respect of intellectual property as well as title/ownership issues.

“Strong in terms of its teamwork and  
client-centric culture.” 

 Chambers Asia Pacific 2020
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Private wealth
Our wills, estates and trusts practice in Singapore is female led 
and forms part of our private capital group. The team provides 
high net worth individuals, entrepreneurs and their families 
with practical legal advice and efficient service on all aspects 
of succession and estate planning. We also advise institutional 
clients on business and legal risk associated with complex 
trust structures and licensing requirements. A day in the life 
of a private wealth lawyer at Stephenson Harwood can involve 
advising on all of the following:

• advice on the laws of the UK, Hong Kong, Singapore, France, 
Canada, Dubai (incl. the Middle East) 

• tax planning for UK, French, Hong Kong, Singapore and 
Canadian taxpayers among other jurisdictions 

• residency and domicile 

• family office set up 

• funds practice and VCC set up

• impact investing and ESG

• immigration law 

• creating and advising on offshore trusts, pre and post IPO 
structuring, foundations, companies and other wealth 
preservation vehicles 

• international probate, wills, lasting powers of attorney and 
deeds of guardianship

• trust and probate disputes and conducting litigation 
worldwide on private client matters 

• creating and advising on overseas pensions schemes, 
employee benefit trusts and other remuneration trusts 

• establishing private trust companies and advising on their 
creation

• working with families to prepare and implement family 
constitutions

• prenuptial agreements

• advice on acquisition and disposal of superyachts, corporate 
jet aircraft (including advising on tax efficient structures), 
fine art and bloodstock 

• dealing with civil and criminal tax investigations 

• advice on global transparency regimes, including CRS 

• providing advice on the UK’s new strict liability tax crimes, 
including the corporate ‘failure to prevent’ and ‘enabler 
penalties.

Trusts and succession
Advising individuals, trustees, families and family offices 
on setting up trust structures, family constitutions, estate 
and succession planning, preparing wills and lasting powers 
of attorney, and multi-jurisdictional probate. At the core of 
everything we do is the client and their peace of mind. We 
work hard to ensure every client has a holistic, meaningful and 
workable structure that will endure. We are expert advisors 
on philanthropic objectives and advise on charitable trusts 
and related structures. Our trust practice includes employee 
remuneration structuring, pre/post IPO planning and cross-
jurisdictional pension plans. 

Family office 
Advising clients on the legal and tax structuring of a family office 
(increasingly popular in Singapore and Hong Kong). We are very 
familiar with the entities and vehicles required for investment and 
general management of a family’s affairs and succession planning. 
We help clients navigate the different structuring choices, tax 
exemptions and licensing requirements to arrive at the most 
efficient solution for the different stages of a single-family-
office. We also assist clients with the associated immigration and 
employment issues arising from family office set-up.

Philanthropy 
Advising clients on philanthropic vehicles, agreements and 
processes that best reflect their philanthropic goals. We 
consider the tax efficiency of the structure and rationale for 
implementation. We have extensive sector knowledge on the 
latest trends and discussions regarding strategic philanthropy, 
including ESG and impact investing, for which we are viewed as 
market leaders.

Real estate
Conveyancing, property management and landlord-tenant 
relationships that involve family residences, holiday homes and 
investment properties.

“One source praises Stephenson Harwood for its 
well-integrated network of top-class practitioners, 
adding that it works seamlessly across key offices 
to manage cross-border issues.” 

 Chambers Asia Pacific 2022
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ESG
Advising clients on ESG investing trends, innovative social and 
impact finance vehicles. We work with clients to consider how 
ESG can be integrated in the policies and processes of a family 
office, trust deed or the client’s investment endeavours to 
better reflect their values across wealth growth.

Tax and compliance
Advising clients on Singapore, Hong Kong, Canadian and UK tax 
consequences of migration, establishing wills, trusts or corporate 
vehicles or charitable structures, investments, and insurance 
policies. We provide holistic advice on both fiscal planning and 
compliance including, reporting and filing obligations under 
CRS, and other regimes. We also advise on regulatory licensing, 
securities disclosure, tax treaties, tax residency and economic 
substance requirements for individuals, trusts and corporations.

Business planning services
Wide-ranging services tailored to meet the needs of our clients’ 
business activities today, as well as their plans to expand them 
and transfer their ownership in the future.

Dispute resolution
In the unfortunate event that disputes arise, we act on behalf 
of our clients in multi-jurisdictional disputes involving estates, 
trusts, families and family business arrangements, fiduciary 
duties, property, shareholdings, business partnerships, joint 
ventures and conflicts between investors. Increasingly, we 
advise in relation to mental capacity and undue influence issues 
in disputes.
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